Ken Neevel, Director of Development
Reformed Church in America
4500 60th St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
July 13, 2013
Dear Mr. Neevel,
As a member of the RCP (Reformed Church in Plano), I have a serious concern regarding
the DeVos Foundation that is contributing money to start new RCA/CRC churches, and
the eventual goal to recombine the denominations. While I am in favor of investigating
recombining the denominations, the DeVos Foundation and associated family should not,
in my opinion, be involved in the above activities in any manner, financial or otherwise,
for the reasons described below.
After speaking with my pastor, the Reverend Mike Hardeman for about 2 hours recently,
he suggested I communicate with you directly regarding this concern (see emails,
Attachment 1). Mike indicated that for many years he has considered Amway as
“sketchy,” and the information in this communication is intended to validate his thoughts
and color in the “sketch” fully with factual details. As a result of our meeting, he now has
more knowledge about the “sketchiness” of Amway than most people who have been,
are, or will be involved with the company. You will be in a similar position of knowledge
and understanding after reviewing the below and attached material. As Attachment 1
shows, Mike encouraged me to be kind as I can about this situation. While I will
endeavor to follow that advice, one must recognize the reality of violating the
admonitions of the Bible and RCA Belhar Confession Doctrinal Standard, let alone the
laws of our country, is not a positive and uplifting topic. As you know, the Bible
continually admonishes everyone to have honest personal and business dealings, and
Jesus sometimes displayed what our politically correct society now refers to as
“negativity,” such as turning over the tables in the temple or openly referring to the
Jewish religious leaders of his day as a “brood of vipers.”
The Belhar Confession (BC) directly addresses how the Church should respond to a
problem such as this. In my opinion this concern would be just as valid even if the BC
did not exist. However, the BC does exist, and I have attached a highlighted copy of the
BC (Attachment 2), with variously related portions in yellow, and the most directly
related portion highlighted in red. The BC is the most recent and, as far as I am aware,
the only one of the four RCA Doctrinal Standards that calls the Church to action to the
applicable situations. I am aware the RCA cannot, and in fact should not, institutionally
address every condition that exists to which the BC could be applied, as there would be
no time, energy, or resources left for other issues, such as The Great Commission.
Therefore, the BC described issues that apply directly to the RCA should receive priority.
An overview of the problem is also attached (Attachment 3), and this exact information
has recently been forwarded to all 50 state Attorneys General and U.S. Territory offices,
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as well as the FTC (Federal Trade Commission), FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigations),
and I have started communicating and meeting with Texas state and federal legislative
representatives, in order to obtain more support, priority, and focus from the above state
and federal agencies. I will also be contacting companies associated with Amway, as well
as various media outlets, in order to increase the visibility of this issue. To be clear, not
only does Amway instruct the upper level IBOs (Independent Business Owners, formerly
called “Distributors,” and are not employees, but have an independent contractor
relationship to Amway) to lie by omission that most of their profit comes from the
“tools” (which consist of various meeting tickets, books, CDs/DVDs and other media,
voice mail, web site access, etc.), which results in 99+% of the people in their groups to
operate at a net loss, Amway also profits in 2 ways:
1. Because the IBOs at the top of the organizations are making 2 to 9+ TIMES more
from the tools they sell than from Amway (and NOT informing the people in their
groups of this fact), they are not interested in “rocking the boat” and applying
pressure against high Amway product prices and low bonus payout, both of which
maximize Amway’s profit and minimize gross profit for the 99+% of IBOs who
do not profit from the tools, and
2. If Amway decided to end the current unethical, immoral, and illegal arrangement
unilaterally, these same IBOs would leave to join another MLM that allows this
unethical, immoral, and illegal behavior, and Amway’s volume would drop
significantly, as most of the groups would either follow their leaders to the other
MLM or quit. If Amway survived this shock, they would be forced to lower
product prices and raise bonus payouts.
Mike also indicated interest in a related CRC periodical I mentioned during our meeting;
this information is attached as well (Attachment 4). After blaming Canada, internal bad
advice (which curiously included the CFO, outside accountant, and broker/agent
resigning over the tax fraud scandal before Canada initiated legal proceedings), Amway
plead guilty to felony tax fraud and paid fines 10s of millions of dollars in both criminal
and civil lawsuits. In exchange, charges were dropped against the 2 Amway owners (and
2 other high level executives, both of whom took “early retirement” shortly after Amway
paid the criminal fine). Amway co-founder Rich DeVos was also fired as the RNC
(Republican National Committee) Financial Chairman during this time period. While the
Canadian tax fraud is an issue in the past and technically unrelated to the current
problem, it is instructive for 2 reasons:
1. It shows a pattern of immoral, unethical, and illegal behavior that is also present
with the current issue, and
2. It views this behavior through a church-centered prism.
From an RCA point of view, I believe the CRC and/or the DeVos Foundation should be
contacted with the above and attached concerns, in order to make an informed decision
whether to continue to accept funds from the person behind the Foundation, and the
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source of the money the Foundation contributes. I am available to assist in any manner
the RCA deems appropriate, including ensuring any response is HOT (Honest, Open, and
Transparent), attributes that should be considered mandatory in determining the
acceptability of the response. I believe it is appropriate for pressure from the RCA to be
applied, in concert with the above listed government authorities and private entities, to
stop the Amway practices described in Attachment 3, and addressed in far more detail on
my blog, http://stoptheamwaytoolscam.wordpress.com.
My wife
and I are two of literally millions of people who have lost an estimated
high 10s to low 100s of billions of dollars over a 40+ year timeframe. We personally lost
more than most, less than some; well over $100,000 and more importantly, over 12 years
of our lives chasing the illusion of a legitimate business at the cost of personal,
professional, and other relationships. I look forward to hearing from you to further
discuss this issue in more detail. Thanks for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Scott E. Johnson

Email: stoptheamwaytoolscam@yahoo.com
Additional Information: http://www.stoptheamwaytoolscam.wordpress.com

Electronic Copy: Mike Hardeman

Attachment 1
From: Tex <texansay@yahoo.com>
To: Mike Hardeman <Mike@reformedchurchplano.org>
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2013 12:13 PM
Subject: Re: RCA Director of Development

Thanks, Mike. I'll be as kind as possible, consistent with the facts.
From: Mike Hardeman <Mike@reformedchurchplano.org>
To: "Scott Johnson (texansay@yahoo.com)" <texansay@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2013 11:27 AM
Subject: RCA Director of Development

Hi Scott—
The person who serves the Reformed Church in America is Ken Neevel. I would strongly
encourage you to write a hard copy letter to him and send it to:
Ken Neevel, Director of Development
Reformed Church in America
4500 60th St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
I would specifically reference the joint church‐planting effort using resources from the De Vos
family.
Finally, I know there is great passion for you with this issue. I understand that. But I think it’s
important to be objective as possible—not only with the facts—but also with the tone of the
letter. I wouldn’t want the RCA Development Staff to dismiss this because you are “some
crazy.” You’re not…you deserve to be taken seriously. I would be sure that the tone of the
letter is one of kindness—not only for the RCA, but even for the De Vos family. I know that may
be difficult, but I think it’s essential for gaining a “hearing” from those who will receive it.
Thanks, Scott!
Grace and Peace in Christ,
Mike
‐‐‐‐‐
Rev. Michael J. B. Hardeman, Co‐Pastor
The Reformed Church in Plano
5333 Independence Parkway
Plano, TX
75023
Telephone: 972.867.6704, ext. 306
Fax:
972.867.5811
Email:
mike@reformedchurchplano.org
Web:
www.celebratercp.org

Attachment 2

Confession of Belhar
September 1986
1. We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the
church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to the
end.
2. We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire
human family.
We believe
•
•

•

•

•

•

that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers
who have been reconciled with God and with one another (Eph. 2:11-22);
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through
the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be
earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain
(Eph. 4:1-16);
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and
hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly
that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted
(John 17:20-23);
that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: in
that we love one another; that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another;
that we are obligated to give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one
another; that we share one faith, have one calling, are of one soul and one mind; have one God
and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink
of one cup, confess one name, are obedient to one Lord, work for one cause, and share one
hope; together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the love of Christ;
together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity; together know and bear one
another's burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ that we need one another and upbuild one
another, admonishing and comforting one another; that we suffer with one another for the sake
of righteousness; pray together; together serve God in this world; and together fight against all
which may threaten or hinder this unity (Phil. 2:1-5; 1 Cor. 12:4-31; John 13:1-17; 1 Cor. 1:1013; Eph. 4:1-6; Eph. 3:14-20; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 1 Cor. 11:17-34; Gal. 6:2; 2 Cor. 1:3-4);
that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety of
spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and
cultures, are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and
enrichment within the one visible people of God (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:1-11; Eph. 4:7-13; Gal.
3:27-28; James 2:1-13);
that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this church.

Therefore, we reject any doctrine
•

which absolutizes either natural diversity or the sinful separation of people in such a way that this
absolutization hinders or breaks the visible and active unity of the church, or even leads to the
establishment of a separate church formation;

•
•
•

which professes that this spiritual unity is truly being maintained in the bond of peace while
believers of the same confession are in effect alienated from one another for the sake of diversity
and in despair of reconciliation;
which denies that a refusal earnestly to pursue this visible unity as a priceless gift is sin;
which explicitly or implicitly maintains that descent or any other human or social factor should be
a consideration in determining membership of the church.

3. We believe
•

•

•
•

that God has entrusted the church with the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ,
that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is
called blessed because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed
to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Cor. 5:17-21; Matt. 5:1316; Matt. 5:9; 2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 21-22).
that God's lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers of sin and death, and therefore
also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity, that God's lifegiving Word and Spirit will
enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society
and the world (Eph. 4:17–6:23, Rom. 6; Col. 1:9-14; Col. 2:13-19; Col. 3:1–4:6);
that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its beneficial work obstructed when it
is proclaimed in a land which professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation of
people on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alienation, hatred and enmity;
that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced separation by appeal to the gospel,
and is not prepared to venture on the road of obedience and reconciliation, but rather, out of
prejudice, fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the reconciling power of the gospel,
must be considered ideology and false doctrine.

Therefore, we reject any doctrine
•

which, in such a situation, sanctions in the name of the gospel or of the will of God the forced
separation of people on the grounds of race and color and thereby in advance obstructs and
weakens the ministry and experience of reconciliation in Christ.

4. We believe
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

that God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace
among people;
that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the
poor and the wronged;
that God calls the church to follow him in this, for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives
bread to the hungry;
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks
the path of the ungodly;
that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their suffering;
that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right (Deut. 32:4; Luke
2:14; John 14:27; Eph. 2:14; Isa. 1:16-17; James 1:27; James 5:1-6; Luke 1:46-55; Luke 6:2026; Luke 7:22; Luke 16:19-31; Ps. 146; Luke 4:16-19; Rom. 6:13-18; Amos 5);
that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which implies,
among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any form of
injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream;

•

that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against
injustice and with the wronged; that in following Christ the church must witness against all the
powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others.

Therefore, we reject any ideology
•

which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an
ideology in the name of the gospel.

5. We believe that, in obedience to Jesus Christ, its only head, the church is called to confess and to do
all these things, even though the authorities and human laws might forbid them and punishment and
suffering be the consequence (Eph. 4:15-16; Acts 5:29-33; 1 Peter 2:18-25; 1 Peter 3:15-18).
Jesus is Lord.
To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the glory for ever and ever.

Attachment 3
The Amway Tool Scam
To whom it may concern,
This information is being sent to the Attorneys General in all 50 states and U.S. territories. Hopefully, all or some of the
states/territories can band together as was recently done between the states of Illinois, Kentucky, and North Carolina, along with
the FTC, to shut down another scam, FHTM (Fortune High Tech Marketing: http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2013/01/fhtm.shtm
The Amway Tool Scam (ATS) refers to the hidden business behind the Amway business. When a prospect is shown the Amway
business, they are NOT shown the much more lucrative ATS business. The ATS consists of various meetings, CDs, books, web site
access, voice mail, etc., commonly referred to as “tools,” or more formally as BSM (Business Support Materials) sold by the upline
IBOs (Independent Business Owners, e.g., distributors) to the downline within the Amway MLM, at huge profit margins. Only the top
1‐2% of the upper level Amway IBOs make a profit from the ATS. The Amway business puts money in the IBOs’ pockets; the ATS
extracts this money, and more. For the past 4 decades, literally millions of IBOs have been ripped off for 10s to 100s of billions of
dollars. Well over 99% of IBOs are known to operate at a net loss, thanks to the ATS and other practices which dramatically increase
overhead costs. The upper level IBOs make 2 to 9+ TIMES more from the ATS than from Amway.
Amway’s cofounder Rich DeVos spoke out against the ATS in 1983, but little has been done in the U.S. about this issue. In 2002,
Amway instructed the upper level IBOs that only a maximum of 2% of high level IBOs should make ATS profit, and the remaining 98%
IBOs should not even be aware there is an opportunity to make money from the ATS, which is clearly a RICO fraud. The UK
government ruled in 2008 that zero profit is to be made from the tools, and India’s Amway rules since 2005 have price limits on the
tools that make tools a small fraction of the U.S. prices, virtually eliminating tool profit. No similar action has been taken in the U.S.
The benefit for Amway with this arrangement is Amway can keep their product prices inflated and bonus payout low, both of which
increase their profit. The upline IBOs don't want to "rock the boat" over these issues, as they are cleaning up via the ATS. This results
in a win‐win‐lose scenario, with Amway winning by maximizing their profit, the top 1‐2% of IBOs winning by double dipping Amway
and ATS profits, and the 99+% losing money to both the Amway higher prices/lower bonus and high tool costs. The high Amway
product prices results in little to no sales to non‐IBOs; required by Amway rules but in North America is much less than 3.4% of the
total volume, according to a 2006 3rd party confidential study disclosed through one of many lawsuits Amway has earned.
Amway relies on written policies that the tools are optional, the upline must support IBOs whether or not they buy the tools, and a
generic statement that some IBOs make money from the tools. However, the same rules require any information shown to
prospects to be approved by Amway, and any conflict with Amway or an ATS owner be taken to Amway’s arbitration process, which
has been called “unconscionable” and “illusory” by at least 7 U.S. judges across the country. In practice the tools are promoted VERY
strongly, with the upline making statements such as, “The tools are optional, but so is success,” which means an IBO will not succeed
without the tools. It is my personal experience the upline ignores IBOs who don’t buy the tools. Most new IBOs don’t have the
knowledge, ability, or time to develop their own tools, nor do they have the ability to decipher the complex Amway rules, so they
naturally use the upline ATS system.
Numerous lawsuits among the high level IBOs have occurred over the years, mostly related to one individual or group stopping tool
payments to other high level IBOs. This results in these groups experiencing rapid upheaval and destruction. The recent Pokorny
class action lawsuit, one of very few that represented the “other 99%,” ended with a whimper, with no changes to the ATS, despite
repeated requests to the court to take action against the ATS.
I was an IBO from January 1993 until I was terminated in September 2009, and have studied the ATS since early 2005. I KNOW what I
am talking about. I do not exaggerate or make things up. I deal only in facts. The facts are I lost well over $100,000 and more
importantly, a dozen years of my life chasing an illusion which not only clearly violates FTC Section 5 rules that prohibit unfair and
deceptive business practices, but are obviously RICO fraudulent activity as well.
Details of much of the above, and much more, can be found at stoptheamwaytoolscam.wordpress.com. For more information,
contact me at stoptheamwaytoolscam@yahoo.com, or call me at
. Regards, Scott Johnson

Attachment 4

